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Dear Parents and Carers,

First of all, I would like to thank all of the parents and carers who have attended all of the
events and activities over Education Week. It is great to see all of the parents and carers
interested in our school and next year we look forward to having an even bigger Education
Week so that you can come into our school and see the students at work in their classrooms. |
would like to thank the students, who in their classrooms made a personal invitation to parents
and carers to come and visit, and it was great to see those parents respond so well to these
students’ invitations. | would like to acknowledge the students and the staff for their great work
for Education Week — Well Done!

Intensive Swimming — | had the opportunity on Thursday to visit the swimming program that was held at the
Wyndham Leisure Centre. | walked in to see students thoroughly enjoying themselves, but importantly
learning about water and familiarisation with water safety, which is so important for their growth and
personal development. | also saw volunteers in the water assisting our students. Without the volunteers this
swimming program would not able to be run as efficiently as it is at the moment. To the staff who are
participating in this program and making an effort to get into the pool with the students — | thank you. | have
booked myself in to be involved in a swimming session next week and | will be resurrecting the board shorts
to participate as this program means so much for our students | need to be involved. My thanks to Marie
Hayes, James Malone and all of the staff who are working so hard to make this program so beneficial for our
students.

Student Attendance — | would like to remind all parents and carers of the importance of having your child
attend school on a regular basis. It is not OK to be away and we need your child to be at school, learning and
participating in the programs at school. We understand there are times when your child cannot attend
because of medical appointments and illness, but we urge you to send your child to school every day so that
they can benefit from their education and participation at school. Your cooperation in this matter is
appreciated and let’s see if we can improve our attendance rates over June.

School Uniform — In the last few weeks | have continued to remind parents and carers about the importance
of having our students in school uniform. Already, | can see more students wearing the school uniform and |
thank you for your willingness to assist the school in endeavouring to have all of our students in school
uniform at all times. As mentioned previously, School Council is moving towards a compulsory uniform and
an important transition process in this implementation is expecting already that our students are in school
uniform and wearing the appropriate colours every day. If you require any assistance with any matters with
respect to the school uniform please contact Abi Fraser and we will endeavour to assist with your concern or
matter in this regard.

DATES TO REMEMBER 2009 TERM DATES

Centrelink at Warringa Wed 27" May TERM 1 MON 2 FEB - FRI 3 APR
Queen’s Birthday Holiday Mon 8" Jun TERM 2 MON 20 APR - FRI 26 JUN
School Council Wed 10" Jun TERM 3 MON 13 JUL - FRI 18 SEP

Curriculum Day Fri 12" Jun TERM 4 MON 5 OCT - FRI 18 DEC




The Art Show — | had the pleasure of attending this annual event on Friday night that was held at The
Cultural Centre in Werribee. This art show has been running for 39 years and is a significant event in the
Wyndham Shire and | am pleased to report to the school community that all proceeds from The Art Show
this year will be going to Warringa Park School. The Art Show ran from Friday to Sunday with over 250 local
artists exhibiting their works.

We are indeed fortunate to have supporters who consider Warringa Park to be a worthy cause and | would
like to especially thank Elizabeth Ross and her committee for considering Warringa Park School as their
designated charity to sponsor for 2009.

Swine Flu - As parents would be aware there are currently a number of confirmed cases of HIN1 Influenza
(Human Swine Flu) in Victoria. Appropriate measures are being taken in relation to these cases. Specific
concerns from parents about Influenza HIN1 (Human Swine Flu) can be referred to any of the following:

- The Swine Influenza Hotline Tel. 180 2007

- Nurse-on-Call Tel. 1300 606 024 — for expert health information and advice (24 hours, 7 days)

- Your doctor (GP) — if you have an influenza-like illness (fever, cough and fatigue) and have

travelled to Mexico or California, Arizona, New Mexico or Texas in the past seven days.

Families should continue with standard good general health hygiene practices, such as ensuring your children
undertake regular hand washing and cover their nose and mouth if sneezing and coughing.
This practice is being reinforced with your children while at school.
If your children are unwell, you should seek medical attention and avoid public places and close contact with
others.

Finally, | would like to focus on our students. We truly have a wonderful group of students at Warringa Park
who certainly deserve the best and each day my work is enhanced when | see our students achieving and
trying to do their best at their work and most importantly enjoying what they are doing. | look at the foyer
and | see many books that our students have produced and they seem to be growing each day, all of our
students are proud of the work they have achieved in making these books that are a part of the books are us
project. This Books are Us project has been highlighted this week with the banner that has been hung as part
of Education Week at the front of the school. To all of the staff who have participated in this project, and
importantly to the students who are making literacy and communication a priority and are working hard to
achieve in these important areas. | thank you and | look forward to seeing more examples of your work and
hearing you read and come into my office and tell me what you are doing.

Football -You may have noticed that | have been very quiet about football in the past few weeks in the
newsletter, there is probably a very good reason for this — Collingwood has given me nothing to write about,
with not much hope on the horizon either. If you are like me and your football team is struggling you just
have to hang in there and hope your team does better. This year has been a remarkable journey for me as
for the 7 games that normally would have been played | would have attended at least 6 of them and | am sad
to report that | have only been to 2 games this year. | hope that | am not jumping off the Collingwood
bandwagon. | hope your team is doing much better than mine, but | still enjoy the footy, the barracking, and
the passion that goes with the ups and downs of your team. At least the Pies won on the weekend!

Colin
schot.colin.h@edumail.vic.gov.au
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AWARDS
Section 1

Room7 students Amy, Anthony, Liam, Thorne, Jonah, Penny, Thevinu, have completed the Intensive
Swimming Program and are to be congratulated on the progress they have made.

Section 2

Group 10 — Munira, Jamie, Rohan, Dion, Dean, Chloe, Carly, Kyra and Corey

Group 12 — Darcy Evans and Lachlan Turk for great work on fire safety.

Group 13 — Corey, Kia, Vesna, Kaleb, Dylan, Moses, Vincent, Divyal, Bailey for great swimming.
Group 25 — Joshua Jenkins for star of the week.

Group 28 — Melissa Burgess, Corey Jordan for Helping Hands — helping around the class.

Assistant Principals’ Report

At this time of the year it is timely to remind students and families of
the expectations of school. Our guidelines recognise that positive
reinforcement for appropriate behaviours is the most effective long
term means of promoting appropriate social skills and at the same time
increasing young people’s sense of worth and their overall wellbeing.

All expectations are covered by our 4 colour coded rules, which are
positively framed.
These are

A PINK RULE  We speak nicely to each other. }@Q

A BLUE RULE We look after each other.

A GREEN RULE We look after our school.

A Wherever appropriate consequences work on the principles that each day is a new day or each week
is a new week and a new chance to succeed.

A Every member of the school community, including staff, students and parents is responsible for
every child and for implementing the guidelines.

A We aim to promote a culture of growth and development that encourages and embraces positive
ongoing learning and improvement for students and staff.




There are clearly stated and visible expectations at a Whole School and also at a Classroom level.
Our aim is to promote a happy, cooperative atmosphere where learning and growth occurs for all.
Concentrate on the positive and celebrate our successes

To Do Do Do

Appropriate behaviours need to be taught, modelled, practiced, recognised and actively rewarded.
Many Thanks

Jo

EMA
EMA cheques are now available for collection at the office.

Centrelink — What happens when your child turns 16?

Representatives from Centrelink will be coming to Warringa Park School to talk about the Disability
Support Pension, Mobility and Education Allowance and Carers Allowance — over 16. If your child is
turning 16 years old this year — You Need To Hear This! Wednesday 27" May 9:30 - 11:30 am.

For further enquiries, please phone Abi Fraser 9749 5774.

Parents and Carers Noticeboard - if you are at school, don’t forget to check out the
noticeboard outside the administration building. There are all sorts of activities advertised from
within the local community.

Warringa Park Nursery

The Nursery at Warringa Park School is having a special sale from 26th May to 29th May 2009. All are
welcome to buy and to appreciate the work the students have taken.

Uniform Shop

The uniform shop will be open every Wednesday from 9-10am.

SWIMMING PROGRAMME

Group 6 would like to thank the parents and grandparents who came to watch the students at their final
swimming session on Friday 22nd May. It has been a very successful 2 week programme and all the
students made wonderful gains in their confidence and swimming abilities. A side benefit of the programme
was students learning to be responsible for their own clothes, bags and towels and becoming independent
dressers. A big thank you to James for all his organisation and to all the additional staff who helped our
group during the 2 weeks.

Anita and Alison

Volunteer Resource Group will meet this Wednesday 27" May from 1.30 — 2.30pm in the
Parent and Volunteer’s Common Room.

Canteen - There will be no specials this week. Standard menu applies.




Why connect af school?

Peter held his daughter Rachel’s hand tightly. It was a first for
him to be taking Rachel to school. His heart was pounding as
they made their way to the classroom. There was the teacher,
Ms Lim. She smiled at them, “Welcome Rachel,
hello Peter” Another child waved at Rachel.
She seemed happy to have a friend

to play with. So why was Peter still
nervous?

“We're having a morning tea for
parents next week Will you come?”
Ms Lim asked.*I'll try," Peter said.

“It all seems different from when |

went to school,” he thought as he

headed out the door. "They seem

to want parents to be involved. | &
wonder what else has changed?” %

Schools Can be ConnecCting at SChoo|
Scary Pl aces, Being connected at school is not about having mobile phones
= and computers. It's about knowing you can get support, that you will be
an dn O-f JUS"‘ COY listened 10, and that you can work together with school staff 1o help your
. child learn and develop. Working together to care for children & the best
th‘ l dre" e way for schools and parents/carers to support children’s mental heaith.
Parents and carers also + When schools and parents/carers work together, children find it easier
need to feel welcome and to understand what is 2xpected from them and are better able to
at ease to get the most manaage. They have fewsr behaviour problems and do better at
N A school
out of being involved with
their children’s school. « When parents/carers are connected ta school it helps them get
support when they need it, Support may come from talking with
When parents and teachers or other school staff, or from making connections with other
carers are involved and parents. Schools help families to connect through having lots of

) different activities that parents/carers can get irvolved in
connected with school, od g

childran learn better and + Being connected to the school helps keep parents informed. Parents
have better mental health. who are informed about what their children are learning at school and
about opportunities to get involved are able to support them better

This is an important
emphasis in schools
nowadays that may

be very different from
what parents or carers
remember, or what they
may have experienced in
another country.

at home.
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Having oppor{unities {0 gef {0 know ofher parents,
{0 Cind ovf howw fo support your Children’s learning,
or 40 gef invelVed in Class activities Can help
parents and Carers Ceel Connected 10 the school,

How parents Can qet
ConneCfed
fo the sChool

Make contact with your child’s teacher
and keep in touch. Ask for help if you don't
understand something.

Check for notices that are sent home and keep
informed about school activities through the
school newsletter.

Attend information sessions and social
activities at the school whenever you can.

Make contact with other parents at your
school: perhaps meet up informally with
parents of other children in your child’s class,
find out about parent social groups that
meet at or near the school, or join a parent
committee.

Take an Interest in the school council -
and consider joining it if you have the time
and skills,

KidsMat+ter is
{rialling resovrces
Cor parents {0 help
keep them inCormed
abovt cChildren’s
mental health and
how they Can help.

Keep an eye out at your school for

further KidsMatter trial resources
that provide information on
children's social and emotional
learning, on child development
and parenting, and on mental
health problems in children.

This resource s part of the KidsMatter trial The team at KidsMatter welcomes your feedback at Wit kidsmatfer.edv.av

Australian Government
Department of Health and Ageing
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